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1. In my region Hazaribagh in northern Jharkhand in eastern India the river 
Damodar and its forest valley has for thousands of years^been the home 
of our people. In the past century the lower valley has'been completely 
mined for coal and big dams and thousand, of sacred sites and dozens of 
villages of tribals have been destroyed, our people displaced and lost 
their lands. 

2. Since 1985 a plan was made to mine the upper valley of the river for coal 
with over twenty mine blocks of 2-5 mine each in the open-cast mining 
method, also big dams and thermal projects are planned. 200 villages will 
be destroyed by this project called North Karanpura Coalfields Project. 
Already three mines have started and several villages have disappeared in 
the mines. We tribals often do not have land papers and adequate 
compensation is impossible. The sacred groves (Sarna), Burial Grounds 
(Pathalgada), and Dance and Council" Grounds (Akhara)are destroyed by 
mining. 

3. In the fields and hills we find the remains of our ancestors like stone 
tools, iron and copper objects, and beautiful painted pre-historic rock-art 
caves. These painted caves are very sacred to us just like the other 
remains of our ancestors and the traditions which they have left us. We 
still do the same type of paintings in our houses and feel the link with our 
ancestors. The fields where we grow rice and vegetables has for us a very 
deep meaning connecting us with our ancestors. The forests contain the 
animals and birds who we see as brothers and sisters where our deities 
like the mother Jhair-Era- the clear spring-dwell. The forest and trees 
gives us food and medicine . As the result of the coal mining, and the 
related industrial development, railways, dams, thermal projects, and 
roads being cut through the age-old forests and food trees being 
destroyed we are sad for we see our home-land, and survival way of life 
being destroyed, and we are powerless and helpless, and that is why we 
have come before you today. 
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4. As you know we tribals, Adivasi's or first-dwellers as we are called in 
India , have no indigenous status recognized by our government, and 
your draft Declaration and privileges given to indigenous peoples is not 
able to protect us, our lands, forests, sacred sites and our heritage and 
way oflife. 

5. I have come before you to tell you this. I appeal in the name of my 
people, my family, and in the name and memory of my forefathers, that 
our Adivasi lands and peoples be given protection of the United Nations. 
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